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THE FOURTH NATIONAL VinaREN FORUM

Report date: 03" April 2009

Event: The 4™ National VinaREN Forum

Venue: NACESTI Conference Hall, Hanoi, Vietnam
Time: 20" March 2009

Aims and objectives of the Forum

VinaREN has been nationally launched for one year. Since then, a lot of activities have been
implemented either at regional and national levels or at international level utilizing VinaREN
infrastructure. The 4™ National VinaREN Forum will review its activities and achievements as well as
challenges during the last year, discussing measure to raise awareness among stakeholders and
user community, setting up action plan for the coming time in order to promote advanced network
application via VinaREN, and celebrate the TEIN3 launch in Vietnam.

Participants in the Forum

There were 185 participants in the Forum, including decision makers from Ministry of Science and
Technology (MOST), Ministry of Education and Training (MOET), Ministry of Planning and Investment
(MPI), Ministry of Finances (MOF), etc., representatives from VinaREN’s member institutions and
universities, NOCs and POPs staff and representative from mass media. The Forums was also
attended virtually by 04 institutions including Da Nang University, Can Tho University, Vietnam
Academy of Science and Technology in Ho Chi Minh City and MOST Representative Office in Ho Chi
Minh City.

Forum Program

The Forum started at 9:00am by a short video clip on TEIN2 achievements and TEIN3 project,
followed by the opening speech by Deputy Minister of Science and Technology, Mr. Tran Quoc
Thang. He highly appreciated VinaREN’s significant achievements in the first year of operation,
especially its contribution to recent advancements in the field of research and education in Vietnam.
He also had some recommendations on VinaREN'’s activities in the coming time, focusing on
enhancement of VinaREN membership, training human resources on managing and using advanced
network applications, developing and engaging in research cooperation project with international
partners based on VinaREN/TEIN3/APAN, and raising awareness about benefits that VinaREN bring
to the research and education community. He again confirmed MOST’s commitment to continue to
provide supports to VinaREN as an essential infrastructure for science and technology. He, however,
asked for contributions from individual members in order to ensure its sustainable development.

The 4™ National VinaREN Forum was also welcomed by the Ambassador, Head of European
Commission Delegation in Hanoi, Mr. Sean Doyle. Recently, the cooperation relationship between
EC and MOST has been strongly promoted through ministerial meetings between leaders of both
organizations. A cooperation agreements between EC and MOST was signed last year, creating a
framework for mutual cooperation in the field of research and development. Under the 7" Framework
Program (FP7), 12 joint-research projects between Vietnamese scientists and European colleagues
have just been contracted with a total funded budget of €27 mil. Mr. Doyle highly appreciated
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Vietnamese Government policies on developing ICT infrastructure for research and education and
also consider TEIN2 as a successful project funded by EC. He concluded the speech by express EC’
commitment on continuing support for TEIN3 project in the future.

Dr. Ta Ba Hung, Director of VinaREN, briefly reported activities of VinaREN during the last year,
highlight some results as well as issues that they are facing. Some key achievements include:

e VinaREN has been enlarged in terms of geographical scale and number of participating
institutions: VinaREN has connected to key research and education centers across the
country. The number of cities and provinces participating in the network from 5 to 11, and the
number of member institutions increased from 44 to 53, including some leading universities in
remote areas such as An Giang Univ., Thai Nguyen Univ., Vinh Univ., Nha Trang Univ., Da
Lat Nuclear Research Institute, etc.

e The national VinaREN network backbone is well operated and maintained, meeting the
demand of its members. Network Operating Centers (NOCs) are acting as focal connection
points, providing supports to members in running network applications efficiently.

e Advanced network applications via VinaREN have been strengthened locally and
internationally: For example, in 2007, telemedicine was just implemented in a few hospitals.
But in 2008, this application was widely and frequently used in many members such as
Central Paediatrics Hospital, Cho Ray Hospital, Da Nang Central Hospital, Military Central
Hospital No.108, etc. E-learning applications were also implemented in some international
cooperation education programs between local and international partners such as National
University Hanoi, Hanoi University of Technology, Can Tho University, etc.

e VinaREN trainings and technical supports have been carried out intensively: a number of
advanced network applications have been developed and utilized in the fields of e-learning,
ICT in medicine, DVTS, high-speed remote sensing, etc.

e Sharing of S&T information resources via VinaREN: thousands of local and international
scholarly online journals have been subscribed and shared among VinaREN’s members.
Thanks to the increasing access to online databases, the quality of research and education in
member institutions have been improved significantly.

e Enhanced international cooperation between VinaREN and international partners: As a
member of TEIN2/TEIN3 and APAN, VinaREN has actively participated in cooperation
projects and highly appreciated by international partners. Vietnam is also one of the first
countries committed to participate in and make contribution to TEIN3. In regard to mutual
cooperation, VinaREN signed cooperation agreements with RENATER and Internet2.

However, there are some issues that VinaREN should address in the coming time:

e The applications on VinaREN networks are still limited and not fully meet the demand for
research and education.

¢ Some members are not active in using VinaREN in their research and education activities.

e Lack of infrastructure investment as well as human capacity in some institutions in order to
connect to VinaREN.

e Awareness on the role and benefits of VinaREN to research and education among some
decision makers is still very limited. Also leaders in some member institutions pay inadequate
attention to VinaREN application in their institutions.
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There are a total of 22 presentations at the 4™ National VinaREN Forum, focusing on various aspects
in network managements, operation and application, successful stories as well as lessons drawn out
during the implementation process.

An important part of this Forum is the official launch of TEIN3 in Vietham. The launch is opened by
Mr. David West, TEIN3 coordinator, highlighting the success of TEIN2 and provide some directions
for TEIN3 implementation.

Conclusion and recommendations

The 4™ National VinaREN Forum has successfully achieved its objectives in figuring out an action
plan in the coming time, focusing on following objectives:

- Raising public awareness on the roles and benefits of VinaREN for not only the research and
education community but also the whole society.

- Increase the number of VinaREN members
- Enhance and Improve the quality of network applications

- Increase human capacity for operating network applications based on VinaREN.
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Appendix: News on VinaREN and TEIN3 on Nhan Dan (People) Newspaper

Cap nhat 09:42 ngay 07-04-2009

Mang VinaRen két noi cac nha khoa hoc cong nghé va dao tao

"9 ND - Viéc khai truong Mang nghién cidu
xuyén A (TEIN3) téc do cao (155 Mbps) tai
nudc ta ngay 20-3, danh dau budc trudng
thanh vugt bac ca vé quy mo lan trinh do
cong nghé cia Mang nghién clru va dao tao
Viét Nam (VinaRen).

Trung tam vén hanh tai Ha Noi c6 nhiém vu
quan tri, giam sat mang va cac céng két néi
cta VinaRen.

VinaRen la mang Nghién clru va Bao tao qudc gia hoat déng phi lgi nhuan, chinh thic khai trong trén toan
qudc ngay 27-3-2008, do Trung tam Thong tin Khoa hoc va Cong nghé (KH va CN) quéc gia, truc thudc Bo
Khoa hoc va Céng nghé, phat trién va quan ly. Thanh vién VinaRen bao gom cac vién nghién ctru, trwong dai
hoc, bénh vién va trung tm théng tin hang dau trong nwéc. VinaRen két néi cac nha nghién ciru va dao tao
Viét Nam véi cong ddng 30 triéu nha khoa hoc & khu ve chau A - Thai Binh Dwong va chau Au va cac khu
vire khac.

Sau mét nam hoat déng quy mé clia VinaRen da vwon téi cac trung tdm nghién clru va dao tao quan trong
cta dat nuwoc, két néi thém nhiéu thanh vién méi, nang sé dia phwong duoc két ndi tr ndm tinh, thanh phé
trie thudc trung wong (Ha Néi, TP H& Chi Minh, Pa Nang, Can Tho, Thira Thién - Hué) Ién 11 tinh, thanh
phd, trong d6 cé sau trung tdm méi (Thai Nguyén, Hai Phong, Vinh, Nha Trang, Pa Lat va An Giang). S6 don
vi, thanh vién dwoc két nbi ciing tang tir 44 1&n 53, bao gdm nhiéu don vi & xa cac trung tam I&n nhw Truong
dai hoc An Giang, Thai Nguyén, Vinh, Nha Trang, S& Khoa hoc va Céng nghé Hai Phong, Vién ky thuat hat
nhan Da Lat.

Mac du viéc trng dung cac dich vu mang hién dai trén VinaRen con méi me, song trong nam qua, ngay cang
nhiéu ng dung trén VinaRen dwoc trién khai. Bac si Lé Thanh Ni cho biét: Ngay 13-3, Bénh vién Cho' Ray
tham dy Hoi nghi thwerng ky 1an ndm, chuyén dé "Chén doan sém Ung thw da day" gitra Dai hoc Kyushu -
Nhat Ban, Bénh vién ShangHai (Trung Quéc) va Bénh vién Siriraj (DH Mahidol - Thai-lan). Khac véi nhivng
lan trwée, véi phan mém DVTS va dwdng truyén tdc dd cao clia VinaRen, ching téi ¢é dwoc hinh &nh va am
thanh ddng bd, chat lwong rat tot kéo dai subt 120 phat. Day 1a 1an dau Bénh vién Cho Ray chinh thirc st
dung mang VinaRen. Vé&i két qua tét dep nay chéc chén trong twong lai bénh vién sé trién khai nhidu hoi
nghi, hoi thao va cac dich vu khac trén mang VinaRen tao co héi trao déi chuyén mén trong nuwéc va hop tac
quéc té. Hinh thirc dao tao tir xa, E. learning, trong nam qua da duwoc nhiéu thanh vién s& dung dé thic day
cac chuwong trinh hop tac trong nwéc va quéc té, tiéu biéu 1a Pai hoc Québc gia Ha Noi va Trwong dai hoc
Bach khoa Ha Noi, Trwéng dai hoc Can Tho.

Béac s Dang Tran Dat (Bénh vién Mat trung wong) cho biét: Bénh vién ching t6i da tré thanh thanh vién cla
mang VinaRen t ngay 7-11-2007. Trong th&i gian qua, tai bénh vién da rng dung mang VinaRen trong cac
hoat ddng sau: Dao tao trwc tuyén gitra ba trung tdm nhan khoa I&n trong toan quéc 1a Bénh vién Mat trung
wong, Bénh vién Mat TP H6 Chi Minh va Bénh vién Mat Da Nang vé&i diém dau ciu chinh tai Ha Noi ¢ sw
tham gia ctia nhém gido sw nhan khoa hang dau thé gi¢i dén tlr Anh va O-xtray-li-a. Qua hai khéa hoc hang
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chuc bac si nhan khoa trén toan quéc dwoc néng cao chuyén mén cling nhw tiép can cac ky thuat tién tién
nhét trén thé gii voi chi phi thap, tiét kiém thoi gian. Hoi chan tir xa gitba hai Bénh vién Mat Ha Noi va ba
N&ng (déu |a thanh vién ctia mang VinaRen) v&i cac ca bénh khé nhdm dwa ra chan doan va cach diéu tri
chinh xac gitp bénh nhan gidm chi phi di lai cting nhw chi phi diéu tri.

Nam 2008 ciing la ndm tht nghiém viéc truy cap, khai thac cac ngudn tin sé héa, trwc tuyén trong nwéc va
qudc té gira cac thanh vién cta VinaRen. Lan dau tién cac co s di liéu KH va CN trong nuwéc do Trung
tam Thong tin KH va CN quéc gia xay dung bao gébm hang chuc van tai liéu sé héa dwoc dwa lén mang
VinaRen dé truy cap va khai thac theo ché d mang. Nhiéu ngudn tin KH va CN tryc tuyén cé gia tri dwoc
chia sé trén mang VinaRen bao gébm hon 20 nghin tap chi dién t& trwc tuyén vé hau hét cac linh vwc KH va
CN, giao duc va dao tao. Nh& viéc trién khai cac dich vu thw vién dién ttr noi trén, cac thanh vién VinaRen da
c6 kha ndng va co hoi truy cap va khai thac, cap nhat hang ngay, héng gi& cac nguén tri thiec KH va CN,
phuc vu thiét thuc cho nghién ciru va dao tao cla cac thanh vién. Théng qua dw an dau tw 25 triéu USD cla
Uy ban chau Au, cac nha khoa hoc khu virc chau A - Thai Binh Duong sé c6 diéu kién truy cap mang nghién
cru va dao tao toc d6 cao TEIN3. T ngay 20-3, mang VinaRen két n6i TEIN3 véi toc dd 155 Mbps. TEIN3 -
VinaRen 14 nhip cau siéu tdc két néi KH va CN, dao tao gilra cac nha khoa hoc Viét Nam va quéc té.

Tuy da c6 nhiéu ndé lyc va két qua trong nam qua, song hoat ddng cla VinaRen con khéng it nhivng han ché
can sém khac phuc trong nhirng nam t&i. Hoat déng (rng dung clia nhiéu thanh vién con han ché, chwa phat
huy dwoc vai trd cha VinaRen dbi véi cong tac nghién clru va dao tao. Nhiéu thanh vién con thu déng trong
viéc td chire khai thac, ing dung VinaRen trong hoat déng chirc nang thwérng xuyén clia minh, chwa két hop
va chua biét phat huy vai trd clia mang trong trién khai cac chwong trinh va néi dung hop tac trong nuwéc va
quéc té. Nhiéu thanh vién chua co sy chuén bi, dau tw can thiét vé trang thiét bi va nhan lyc chuyén mén
twong rng. dé co thé phat huy hiéu qua cua viéc két ndi v&i mang. Nhan thtre vé vai trd va tac dung cla
VinaRen ddi v&i cong tac nghién clru va dao tao & khong it cap lanh dao cla cac don vi thanh vién con han
ché.

Tién si Ta Ba Hung, Giam dbc Trung tdm Théng tin Khoa hoc va Céng nghé quédc gia cho rang: Trong ndm
2009 va nhirng ndm tiép theo trung tdm sé tdng cworng hwéng dan, hé tro vé ki thuat d& 100% thanh vién
két ndi, lién thong mang thanh vién véi VinaRen va cé thé trién khai cac trng dung mang tién tién phu hop
v&i nhu cau va nang luc ctia minh. Bdo dam 100% cac thanh vién c6é co hdi va kha nang truy cap, chia sé
cac nguodn tin KH va CN trong nwéc va thé gidi phuc vu nghién ciru va dao tao va cac hoat dong chirc ndng
ctia minh. Thuc déy hoat dong ctia cac nhém cong tac trén co s& hinh thanh cac chwong trinh hop tac, phéi
hop gitra cac thanh vién trong nwéc va cac déi tac nwéc ngoai vé cac Iinh vuec lién quan, dac biét trong céac
[inh vwre nhw dao tao tr xa, y hoc tw xa, bién déi khi hau, tinh toan lwdi, néng nghiép dién t&, thw vién dién
ttr... DAy manh cong tac ddo tao can bo, tdng cwdng céng tac nghién ctru, phat trién nhdm nhanh chéng ndm
bat, lam chi va trng dung manh mé cac céng nghé va dich vu mang tién tién & nwéc ta. Nghién ctu, hoan
thién va thwc hién quy ché quan ly, khai thac va s&r dung mang, trong dé néu rd co ché déng gop tai chinh va
co ché quan ly, van hanh VinaRen; chuan bij tich cuc cho viéc dang cai, td chirc thanh cong Hoi nghi Mang
tién tién chau A - Thai Binh Dwong 1an thi 30 (APAN 30) tai Ha Noi, dy kién vao cac ngay 9 dén 13-8-2010.
Do la viéc lam thiét thwe dé mang VinaRen két ndi thdng tin gitra cac nha khoa hoc va cong nghé, dao tao
trong nwéc véi hang chuc triéu ddng nghiép cac nwéc trong khu vue va trén thé gidi.

Bai va anh: HA HONG
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